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10th Sharjah International Scout Gathering

A Participant's Journey Q

Aditya Shekhawat
Rover

When I first received the news

that I had been selected to represent Bharat
Scouts and Guides at the 10th Sharjah
International Scout Gathering, I was
overwhelmed with excitement and
anticipation. As a Rover, I had always
dreamed of experiencing international
scouting firsthand, and this opportunity
was a dream come true. Held from
February 8th to 17th, 2025 in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates. This event brought
together over 300 scouts from 80 different
countries under the theme "Scouting &
Sustainable Development". Representing

R.T.U. Kota, Rajasthan

Arrival in Sharjah: A New World
Awaits

The journey from India to the United Arab
Emirates was itself an adventure. Upon
landing at Dubai Airport, I was warmly
welcomed by representatives of the UAE
Scout Association. We were then
transported to the Sharjah Scout Mission,
our home for the next ten days. A well-
equipped tent in Sub-Camp Milehah,
provided a comfortable setting that
fostered immediate camaraderie among
participants.

Workshops and Sustainable

Bharat Scouts and Guides, we were a team
of'three participants:
Aditya Shekhawat from Rajasthan (myself)
Shashank D Murki from Karnataka scouts
Mohammed Najid P. from Kerala scouts
Acknowledgements
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Development Initiatives

One of the most impactful aspects of the
gathering was the series of workshops that emphasized
sustainability and leadership. The "Future of Plastic
Recycling" workshop introduced us to innovative
techniques for repurposing plastic waste. We witnessed
firsthand the process of turning plastic into 3D printing
filaments, and I was struck by the potential of such initiatives
in addressing environmental concerns.

The "Planting in the Desert" session taught us how
the UAE has successfully introduced over 200 plant species
in its harsh climate. Learning the meticulous process of
acclimatizing plants and the importance of water
conservation was an eye-opener.

A highlight for me was the "Youth's Role in
Climate Change" session, which featured discussions on
global climate policies and the impact of greenhouse gas
emissions. [ was fortunate enough to answer a question
correctly and received a memento from the Ministry of
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Climate Change and
Environment, further igniting my
passion for environmental
advocacy.

Other workshops
included "Sustainable Water and
Electricity Management,"
presented by the Sharjah
Electricity, Water, and Gas
Authority (SEWA), which
explored innovative water-
saving and energy-efficient
practices. "Health and Well-
being," part of the Health Allies
initiative, emphasized the
importance of physical and
mental health in scouting. The
"Life Skills Workshop," under
the Life Leaders initiative,
focused on problem-solving,

A Momentous Meeting: The
Official Opening Ceremony
February 13th marked
the official opening ceremony,
attended by His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi. The
grandeur of the event was awe-
inspiring, with the UAE national
anthem and a Quranic recitation
setting a solemn yet celebratory
tone. His Highness's
commitment to scouting was
evident as he received the "Arab
Scout Merit Medal."
Following the
ceremony, His Highness
personally engaged with our
delegation, acknowledging our
participation. This moment

emotional intelligence, and
decision-making. The
"Environment and Sustainability" workshop, part of the
Earth Tribe initiative, introduced programs such as
Champions for Nature, Scouts for Solar, and Plastic Tide
Turners. Finally, the "Messengers of Peace" workshop
encouraged interfaith dialogue and community engagement
through World Scouting's peace-building initiatives.
Cultural Exchange: A Tapestry of Traditions

Beyond sustainability, the event was a melting pot
of cultures. The "Messengers of Peace" workshop
emphasized the role of scouts in fostering global harmony.
Through image-based activities, we discussed the
significance of cultural heritage and shared insights into
traditions from various countries.

The cultural exhibition was another highlight.
Representing India, my delegation set up a vibrant stall
showcasing Indian scouting memorabilia, handcrafted
items, and traditional attire. It was an honour to introduce
visitors to India's rich culture.

The International Evening was a celebration of
diversity. Donning traditional attire, we served Indian
delicacies like samosas and kachoris while sampling
cuisines from different nations.

Adventures in Sharjah and Dubai

One of the most exhilarating days of the gathering
was our desert safari. Riding in Toyota Land Cruisers over
towering dunes, the adrenaline rush was unlike anything I
had ever experienced. As we paused to admire the vast
expanse of golden sand, I felt a deep appreciation for the
beauty of nature. The evening at the Sharjah Police Desert
Park, filled with zip-lining and ATV rides, added to the thrill.

The trip to Dubai was another unforgettable
experience. Although we could not ascend the Burj Khalifa,
taking a group photo at its base was still remarkable. The
Dubai Mall, with its massive aquarium and the breathtaking
fountain show, left me in awe of the city's grandeur.
However, the real magic was at the Global Village, where we
explored cultural pavilions from across the world.

A, 2025

filled me with immense pride
and reinforced the importance of
scouting as a bridge between nations.

The Emotional Farewell and Lessons Learned

The final day was bittersweet. Visiting the Sharjah
Academy for Space Science and Astronomy, with its
planetarium and detailed models of space missions, was a
fitting conclusion to our journey of learning. However, as
the closing ceremony approached, the realization that this
chapter was ending hit hard.

We signed our sub-camp flag as a keepsake,
exchanged souvenirs, and promised to keep in touch. The
International Evening's dance party was our last chance to
celebrate our newfound friendships.

Reflections: Bringing the Experience Home

Returning to India, I carried not just souvenirs but
invaluable lessons. The gathering emphasized the role of
youth in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and reinforced my commitment to environmental
sustainability. Inspired by the workshops, I plan to initiate
plastic recycling and desert plantation projects within my
local scout community.

Observing the discipline, cleanliness, and public
responsibility displayed in Sharjah made me acutely aware
of areas where India needs improvement. I am determined to
advocate for civic education within my scout group,
emphasizing respect for public spaces and gender equality.
Conclusion: A Life-Changing Experience

The 10th Sharjah International Scout Gathering
was more than just an event; it was a journey of growth,
learning, and international camaraderie.

I am deeply grateful to His Highness Sheikh Dr.
Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi and the organizers for
making this experience possible. As I look ahead, I carry
with me the spirit of scouting, ready to implement the
lessons learned and inspire others to do the same. The
friendships forged, the knowledge gained, and the memories
created will forever remain a part of my scouting journey.
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CELEBRATIONS DAYS : APRIL-MAY 2025

07 April
22 April
23 April
15 May
18 May
22 May
30 May
31 May

World Health Day
World Earth Day
World Book Day
World Family Day

International Museu Day

International Day for Biological Diversity
Hindi Journalism Day

World No-Smoking Day

Plan an activity with your unit on these days and send your success stories & photos to

"scoutguidejyoti@gmail.com"
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The Bharat Scouts and Guides Wou!dm\

Creating Better India Jam b
National Headquarters \ Oree
Address: Lakshmi Mazumdar Bhawan, 16, M. G. Marg, 1. P. Estate, New Delhi-110002

Website :www.bsgindia.orgEmail Id: info@bsgindia.org Phones:+91-11-23370126,23378667

To Circular No.: 22/2025

All the State Secretaries, Date : 21st Jan., 2025
State Associations of

The Bharat Scouts and Guides,

INDIAN UNION

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are pleased to inform you that the World Scout Jamboree is a major international event organised by WOSM
held once in every four years. The Jamboree provides a unique opportunity for young people to learn from one another,
develop leadership skills, and engage in outdoor activities while embracing the Scouting principles of community service,
personal growth, and environmental stewardship. In 2027, Poland will host the World Scout Jamboree for the first time, in the
city of Gdansk, in Pomorskie Region.

Details of 26 WSJ are as below:

Name of the Event : 26th World Scout Jamboree
Date : 30thJulyto 08th August, 2027
Venue : The 26th World Scout Jamboree Site is located onWyspa Sobieszewska within the borders of
the city of Gdansk, on the coast of the Baltic Sea in northern Poland.
Theme : "Bravely"
The 26th World Scout Jamboree theme is based on three pillars:
-You
-You and Other People
-You and the World
Date of Arrival . International Service Team (IST) & CMT 27th July, 2027
Participants, Unit Leader & CMT 29th July, 2027
Date of Departure . International Service Team (IST) 10th Aug.,2027
Participants & Unit Leader 09th Aug., 2027
Jamboree Fee . Jamboree Registration Fee 1600 PLN i.e. INR 38,000/- (Approximately) inclusive of CA &
bank transfer charges. The charges may exceed if registration fee is not received within the
given timeline.

Participants Fee Covers:

1. All campsite fees from the day of arrival on 29 July to the departure on 09th August, 2027
including relevant transportation for the programme activities.

2. Breakfasts, packed lunches and dinners for the duration of the Jamboree, from dinner on 29
July to breakfast on 09 August 2027.

3. From of the specified Jamboree Official entry point (Airport) in Poland and at the end of the
jamboree transport from the site to a specific Jamboree official exit point.

4. Joint Unit equipment (i.e., Cooking tent and equipment). No personal equipment will be
provided i.e, tents, Cots, Sleeping bags etc.

5. Medical care in case of illness (excluding pre-existing conditions) or accidents, including
minor surgery or treatment, if necessary, for the duration of the Jamboree medications and
any expenses related to specialized care or hospitalization are NOT included in the
Jamboree fee.

6. AJamboree participation kit, including an official Jamboree Scarfand badge.

IST/CMT Fee Covers:

1. All campsite fee from the day ofarrival on 27 July 2027 to the departure on 10 August 2027.

2. Briefing and training including role-specific training before the arrival of participants.

3. Breakfasts, packed Iunches and dinners for the duration of the Jamboree from dinner of 27
July to breakfast (with packed lunch) on 10 August 2027.

4. Transport from one of the specified Jamboree entry points (Airport) and at the end of the
Jamboree transport from the Jamboree site to a specified Jamboree exit point (Airport).

5. No personal equipment will be provided i.e. tents, cots, sleeping bags etc.
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Caution Money

Other Fees

Eligibility

Weather & Climate

Entry Points of Jamboree :

Safe From Harm

Pre-Existing Conditions :

Travel Insurance

6. Medical care in case of illness (excluding pre-existing conditions) or accidents, including
minor surgery or treatment, if necessary for the duration of the Jamboree Medications and
any expenses related to specialized care or hospitalization are NOT included in the fee.

7. A Programme of activities for when off-duty and a participation kit including a scarf and
badge.

5000/- Non-refundable (if selected) is to be remitted through the following link

https://www.onlinesbi.sbi/sbicollect/icollecthome.htm?corpID=2784356 under International

events

1. Contingent Kit & Contingent Fee

2. AirFare & VISAFee

3.3 Day Jamboree get together Camp. This will be communicated in a next circular

Youth Participants:

Youth Participants must be between the ages of 14 and 17 at the time of the Jamboree (born

after 30 July 2009 but not later than 30 July 2013)

Unit Leader:

1 Unit Leader is allowed to accompany 9 Scouts with the Ratio 9:1 (i.e. with 09 Scouts or 09

Guides only 01 Adult Leader is eligible to apply) He/She should be able to communicate in

English and have valid passport.

International Service Team:

Young Rover/Ranger & Adult Leaders and above 18 to 45 Years of age who were born on or

before 30 July 2009 can apply as International Service Team (IST) with the ratio 9:1:1 from

their state.

Note: Without Youth participants, only IST application will not be accepted. He/she should be

able to communicate in English and be ready to perform any tasks necessary for the Jamboree.

He/she should have valid passport.

Wyspa Sobieszewska has a warm temperate climate, moderated by the proximity of the sea.

During July and August, the daily temperature averages 17°C, with an average high of 21°C

and humidity of 55%. There is moderate rainfall, with an average of seven days of precipitation

monthly during the summer.

Official Entry Points: Gdansk Lech Wat gsa International Airport (GDN), Gdansk Gt 6wny

railway station, Gdansk ferry terminal, Gdynia ferry terminal, and the bus parking in Gdansk at

the AmberExpo/Polsat Plus Arena.

The Safety of all participants is the highest priority and all adult participants will be required to

take Safe from Harm training prior to attending the Jamboree. The Jamboree will comply with

WOSM standards for Safe from Harm.

Those with pre-existing medical conditions should make special arrangements so as to be able

to pay for any treatment related to such conditions.

It is recommended that all the members should obtain appropriate insurance cover, such as a

travel insurance for such as a travel, insurance for the period prior to arrival at the start of the

26th World Scout Jamboree and until the finish of the event in addition to the medical
insurance.

Travel and VISA arrangements : Participants are responsible for their own travel arrangements. Granting VISA lies in the

Lastdate of Application :

Important Notice

discretion of the Poland Embassy. BSG NHQ, is not responsible if VISA is rejected due to any
reason/reasons thereof. Hence, no claim is admissible if travelling in a group. PAGE 5 Further,
regarding airfare & VISA it will be communicated once selection letter is issued form NHQ

The last date for submission of application to NHQ duly endorsed by State Association is 3 1st
October 2025 along with caution money + Jamboree registration fee. The online payment of
caution money and registration fee should be supported by a copy of bank pay-in-slip/UTR No.
to authenticate the payment made.

Without Youth participants only IST application will not be accepted.

State Association are requested to give wide publicity of this Jamboree amongst the members and recommend the
application of the willing and deserving candidate in the prescribed proforma (enclosed) along with photocopy of valid
passports and full registration fee and caution money so as to reach NHQ on or before 31/10/2025

A, 2025

Thanking you,
Yours Sincerely,
(DARSHANA PAWASKAR)
DIRECTOR
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AR PROPOSED
Name of Camp/Activity Date Place
65th ALT (Guide Wing) Course 22 - 28 April 2025 NTC, Pachmarhi (M.P.)
HWB Course for Flock Leaders 06 - 12 May 2025 NTC, Pachmarhi (M.P.)
HWB Course for Ranger Leaders 06 - 12 May 2025 NTC, Pachmarhi (M.P.)
HWB Course for Guide Captains 06 - 12 May 2025 NTC, Pachmarhi (M.P.)
National Integration Camp 11 - 15 April 2025 Sirsa, Haryana
National Level Disaster Preparedness & 14 - 20 May 2025 Bhopalpani, Dehradun
Management Training On Fire Fighting &
Land Slide For Rover / Rangers
National Level Rover/Ranger Samagam 19 - 23 June 2025 NTC, Pachmarhi (M.P.)

ST USRI PROPOSED

Name of Camp/Activity Date Place

International Rover Week, Summer 2025 Between 14th & 22nd July Kandersteg, Switzerland
16th World Scout Moot 2025 25 July - 03 August, 2025 Lisboa, Portugal

15th Asia Pacific Regional Conference (WAGGGS) 19-23 August, 2025 New Delhi

Arts 4 Healing 19 - 25 September, 2025  Sangam, Pune, Maharashtra
28th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Conference 12 - 17 October, 2025 Kaohsiung, Taiwan

26th World Scout Jamboree-Poland 30 July - 08 August 2027  Gdansk, Northern Poland

National Headquarters website : www.bsgindia.org
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